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Meat : wool price ratio determines emphasis Qutlorfiica Consequently: Out of Africa

on-traits-that-contribute-to-meat-production: Through-thewhole-spectrum-of-woolled-breeds-in-SA
Eambgrowthrate—F= o o W contribute to Lamb-and Meat production
- Conformation R - 4 o
- Carcass quality ! T - . To accommodate changing economic

SA Merino
30 years ago*

There is no-conflict
betweenfine wooland

Each-has astabilising effect onthe other 3 : changeintype

SA Merino today™* —
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— Ifless than 70% of incomeis from meat, awelise simple, logical com Mgl SalEEN

the flock is under-performing and there is a achieve this

high-potentiat toimprove profitabitity

Crossbreeding with Meat Sires not an option

Achieve maximum profitability by r_aising meat
with full control of afong-

term-Breeding-and-Selection-Programme while
the-volume-and-quality-of- wool-production-is

futly maintained
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Fundamental-factorstoincrease meat production:

.7

(maximum number of ewes rearing lambs)

greatestinfluence on famb production)
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—Moreroom-torun-moreewes
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production perunitoffeed

At this-stocking density ewes face competition for feed

Ewes must be to these conditions

. out of Afri
Make More Money More Easily [

The Type of Sheep is crucial

for success -

The Flock must be genetically adapted
to perform in a high output, low cost,
commercial situation

An optimum. relationship between Wool arid Body Mass
is vital

i WPP% 5% - 7%
& Plain bodied
) Fertile, Easy care, Hardy and Fit
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Because Wool is a vita component in the

profitability equation!
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Overberg Sheep Enterpises 2003 and 2004*
Stocking rates, Production and Gross Margins

Lowest
Average | Top Third Third Top Flock
Stocking rate per Ha, (SSU) 4.56 4.07 9.00
- IS———
Wool Production |
KG per SSU 4.2 4.1 3.0
KG per Hectare 18.9 16.6 27.0
Wool income per Ewe 190 186 136
Meat Production
Weaning % / Ewes mated 111% 115% 108% L1279
Income per Head 382 536 303 517
Income ratio - Wool : Meat 33:67 EES : 7%3 38: 62
Gross Margin per Ewe ZAR 490 551 420 441
Gross Margin per Ha. ZAR 1146 1599 890 1933

*Anker Agric Consultants, Bredasdorp
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S |
component of Flock Income

Fleece weight is no longer the major selectio
objective
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etic trends in the Dohne Merino Breed

ncrease Body Weight

Increase Weight of Lambs Weaned

Maintain Fleece Weight
. .
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Geneti ds in th " Genetic trend in Dohne Merino Breed
eneticlifendsiinithelMerinolB ree: Source: ARC - National Small Stock Improvement Scheme
Source: ARC- National Small Stock Improvement Scheme E——
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Production Production
per animal R per hectare




